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Endeavour Crew Begins First Day In
Space
Saturday, November 15, 2008 11:33:36 PM
Tools: E-mail | Print | Feedback | 

KENNEDY SPACE CENTER -- The
astronauts aboard space shuttle
Endeavour started their first full day in
orbit Saturday morning, less than a day
after a spectacular nighttime launch. See
previous story.

The shuttle crew awoke to the song
"Shelter" by Xavier Rudd, dedicated to
Commander Chris Ferguson by his
brother. Listen to the Wakeup Call.

Endeavour's astronauts unfurled a
100-foot, laser-tipped pole, and surveyed
their ship for any launch damage
Saturday as it closed in on the
International Space Station.
 
At least two pieces of debris were spotted
in Friday night's launch photos.
Engineers are poring over the images to
determine whether the debris or anything
else hit Endeavour. 
 
The spacecraft and its crew of seven are
on track to reach the ISS Sunday
afternoon.
 
The shuttle is delivering tons of
equipment for remodeling, including a
new bathroom, kitchenette, two sleeping
compartments, and an unprecedented
recycling system for turning urine into
drinking water. 

The Launch That Almost Wasn't

Friday night's launch almost did not
happen, because the door to the white
room was not completely secured,
flopping around outside the orbiter.

After a few anxious moments, managers decided it would not pose a hazard to
the astronauts.

"The countdown, itself, really was very, very clean," said Mike Leinbach,
shuttle launch director at the Kennedy Space Center. "The weather came in for
us, and the only issue we really worked, of course, was the white room door
issue at the very end, and we did a really good on-net discussion about that,
convinced ourselves that we were safe to fly, and that it wouldn't cause any
potential damage to the orbiter."

Leinbach said the problem with the door has never happened before.

Send Us Your Night Launch Pictures

If you have been to a nighttime shuttle launch, we would love to see your
pictures and use them on CFNews13.com and News 13. Send your photos to
special@cfnews13.com.

Comment on this story.

Slideshow - 15 images

Video
Endeavor Launch Video
News 13 Coverage
Commander In White
Room
Endeavour Crew Walks
Out
Launch On Pelco
Camera
Launch From Oviedo
Game

Additional Information
Previous Story: Endeavour
Blasts Off Into Space
E-mail Your Night Launch
Photos
Shuttle Overview
Endeavour Mission
Information
About The Crew
STS-126 Wakeup Calls
Kennedy Space Center
KSC Launch Tours

Subscribe to cfnews13.com!
Use your favorite feed reader service and have the
latest headlines delivered right to your computer!

Today's Most Popular
Search For Caylee Resumes Monday

SEARCH        

Watch exclusive News 13 videos
See All Video

Weather On The 1's
Digital Doppler X3
7 Day Forecast

Real Time Traffic
Check Current Traffic Conditions
Real Time Routing
Traffic Alerts

News 13 Services
Breaking News Alerts
Listen Live
Tell the GM
RSS Feeds
Mobile
Make Us Your Homepage

Endeavour Crew Begins First Day In Space - Central Florida N... http://www.cfnews13.com/Space/DestinationSpace/2008/11/15/...

1 of 2 11/17/08 8:08 PM




